
 

 

 

 

Truth, its theory and its practice in science education 

 

ABSTRACT:  

 

This presentation argues that science education must embrace truth.  

 

It draws upon the origins of modern science, particularly the work of Isaac Newton on 

optics, to show how truth is essential to science.  

 

Newton wrestles with truth both in his early experiments and later as he attempts to 

present his work to a sceptical audience. The formulation of truth in this presentation is 

that of Martin Heidegger.  

 

If we are to make science understandable to students, and inspire them, we must 

present them with an adequate account of science itself, and this can only be achieved 

if we embrace a concept of truth.  
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Newton’s optics 
Truth as correspondence 
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Newton’s optics 
Truth as disclosure 
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